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Further Miftakes of the Guardian’s /poken to. 

Tue Silk Manufatture wrong Eftimated by the Guardian. 

Tie French Sitks not admitted by the Treaty of Commerce upon E ASIE TERMS. 

Tie Quantity of Silks Imported,aot probable to be for the future, what it was before, and never was be- 
fore what the Guardian reprefents, (viz-) 500,000 a Tear. 
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S the two laft Papers have fpoken to fome 

of the Miflakes, which the Guardizn has 

fullen into in the Scheme he has been plea- 
} fed to give of the French Trade, Guardian, 
Nooizo. the AZERC ATOR asks his leave to {peak 
now to other Mifiakes committed in thie fame Paper. 

But becaufe the AERCATOR would be jult to 
every part of the Argument, and avoid any Miftake of 
his own, as well as mention the Miftakes of another, 
he defires to look back to the lat AZERCATOR, 
where Notice is taken of the Quantity of Linen Im- 
poried from France uncer the Tithe of BRIVISH LI 
NEN, vreat part ot which he finds fince may be Li: en 
of Brituny in France, improperly called Britifh; tho’ 
fome alfo of Scotland, the Scots having often fent Li- 
nen to France, has been brought with it: But being as 
careful as poflible nor to lay more weight upon any Ar- 
gument than ic will bear, the MERCATOR takes 
this Notice mm abatement of what may have been 
interred From thar part, believing his Argument againft 
the probability of what the Gwardian had fiid of the 
Quantity of Lines Inported yeatly from France, to be 
very good without ite 
Heving given thisCaution, the MERC ATOR pro- 
ceeds to the next Head which the Gwirdita has fpoken 
of, (viz.) The Silk Manufacture ; in which the Guer- 
dita (1.) ** Affirms that Spittleficids alone Manutichires 
“to the Value of Two Millions a Year. (2.) He fug- 
“ gefls that the French wrought Silks are on our new 
“ profpects of Trade to be lmported upon EASIE 
“TERMS. (2) Thac if ic fhouid be fo, :n all pro- 
““bability half the Looms in Spittlefie’ds would be laid 
" dowin. And, (4.) That the Lofs to the Nation 
“ thereby would be 530,000 Pound a Year. 
The MERCATOR fhall endeavour calmly to 
expoftulace with this Author upon thefe Heads, and to 
thew him, how improbable thefe Things are to be true. 
And, Firft, The Guardiim is right in faying,that ‘xce 
the lace French Wars the Silk 4 aarfatlure is encreafed to 
a mighy Deorce : Put the MERCATOR hopes the 
Gatrdian would not be underftood to mean, that by the 
fop of the French Trade, occafioned by thofe Wars, 
Cur Silk Manufiaures are fo much encreafed as he 
Mentions ; for that would be impotlible, becaufe the 
Sun of Two Millions, which he fays is now Yearly 
anufactured in Spistlefields only, or any Sum near ir, 
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really never was Imported from France in a Year in 
Silk Manufa&tures, and therefore it had been much 
more pointing as to the Caufe of that Encreafe, if it 
been faid Stwce the late French Wars, and fince the Probi- 
ting the Eaft-India wrought Silks ; for doubtlefs this laft 
was much more the Gaufe of the Encteafe of the Silk 
Manufacture in Spitelefields than the Wars with France. 

For Proof of this, the AAERCATOR reters to 
the Reprefentation of the Silk Weavers, when they Ad- 
dreiied themfelves to the Parliament for the Proliibi- 
tion of Ealt India Silks, and afterwards when they 
were apprehenfive of that Prohibition’s being trken 
of agin, wherein they exprefs themfelves as reduced 
to the Jaft Extremiry, becaufe of the Influx of Eaft- 
India Silks in fuch Quitities,as caufed the Broad-Looms 
to be laid afide; and particularly gave Account of the 
Looins in Canterbury for an Example, which they faid 
in Print, and which is now to be feen, were reduced to 
a very few, (viz.) under Fifty, from abote a Thoufand; 
and the Spitlefields Weavers were reprefented as in a 
very deplorable Condition: The Streets in Sprttlefields 
became Defolate, the Houfes would yield no Rent, 
whole Streets of Houfes which were begun to be Puile, 
fell to the Ground Landlord, and might have been had 
of the Ground Landlords for nothing but Finithie ; 
the Mafter-Weavers broke, and the poor Journey-**en 
fcartered themfilves all over the Nation, fome co the 
Army, foe to other Employments, many to Begging, 
and {ome to worfe; this 1s to be feen Printed by the 
Weavers, and much more than this. And yet the 
French Silks were all this while excluded ‘by the high 
Puries and Prohtbitions of Commerce, as well as 
now : fo that ic was the Stop put to the Importation of 
Eafi tp tia Silks, which gave the great rife to the Silk- 
Manniacture, nor the French Wars 

This ismenridne i to let us fee, that as the French War, 
or the fiop of the French Trade, was not the Caufe of 
fo great an Enereafe of the Silk Manufacture, fo the 
refioring that Lrede cannot be fo much a Lofs to the 
Nation, tho’ che EASIE TERMS the Guardian menti- 
ons were to take place. | | | 

{nthe net place, The MERCATOR defires the 


Gerdimn to contiler, that Two Millions a Year in Silkk 
; 


: | ’ 


Mariah Stures on Spittlofislds o1 ly, is an immenie Sum 

the \TERCATOR hooves the Gurrdima» has very 

eood kyidence of ats and therefore it being alfo not 
te 
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Zw the Cafe in Hand, but rather again him, the 
weal fERCATOR. does not Difpute it here, only puts 
ee the Guardian in mind, that great Quantities of wrought 


>» 


Segiiks are made in other parts of England befides London, 


Vand in other parts of London befides Spi si cfields. 

But, as is faid above, this is againit him, for by 
how much the more the Manufature of Silk is reckoned 
to zmount to, by fo much the lefs is it probable, that 
the French Silks fhould caufe half of it to ceafe, cho 
they were to come in upon EASIE TERMS. 

There feems a Difficulty in the Guardian's Arithme- 
tick alfo, which altho’ the AZERCATOR cannot 
reconcile, no doubr the Guardian can, (viz.) The Guar- 


_ dian fays,that Two Millions per Annum’is Manufactured 


in Silks in <i We only: and if the French Silks 
come in upon EASITE TERMS, it is probable 
haif the Looms in Sprrtlefields will be laid afide , and 
this will caufe us to take French Silks to the Value of 
500,000 Pounds a Year: Now if the French fiipply us 
with Silks to ftop half thofe Looms, which Manu- 
£iGured before Two Millions aYear, the MERCATOR 
thinks the French muft Import a Million, or elfe there 
is fo much quite Joft, and neither made at home, or 
Imported from: abroad, which has fome Inconfiftency 
in it. 

Let us then examine the Imports of Wrought Silks, 
which have been formerly, and the 'niport, which it is 
probable there will be atter the Treaty of Commerce 
fall take place, and Jet them be flaced with this Scheme 
of the Guardian’s, and the Probabilities of the laft wall 
appear the plainer. : 

For former Accounts, we cannot take better Evidence 
than the Enemies of the Treaty. The OLD SCHEME 
was tie firft that mentioned the Quantity of French 
Silks ‘mported in a Year, which he over-did very much; 
bur take him as he has actually placed it, he makes it to 
amnount to 300,c00 |. a Year Or the Year 1674. 

A new Scheme-maker has fince given an Account of 
another Year, (viz.) 1685, and finding his Quantity fall 
fhort, he has added to the Price becaufe he would not 
want the Sum ; and he makes it up by that fhift. 

The real Value of the Silks is very difficult to know; 
fome rate them at 40 s. per pound weight, fome at 53: 
The Value at the Cuftom-houfe was in thofe Times tor 
Regulating the Duties fettled at 28s. per]. but at the 
higheft Rate, it never came up to the Guardian's Ac- 
count of 500,000 by above 160,000 |. a Year. 

It remains then for the Guardian to make it a little 
more plain, (1) How he will have the French Silks, if 
Imported upon EASY TERMS, amount to 5700,° 
per An. and (2) If they fhould, How that Sutn Im- 
ported fhall caufe half the Looms in Spittlefields to be 
laid afide, feeing they now Manufséture two Millions 
Value in a Year, as he had faid before. 

From this Difficulty, it feems needful to enquire what 
is to be underflood by the Gzardian’s Expreflion EASY 
TERMS, if the French Silks are admitted upon, EASY 
TERMS; and this being well explained, will at once 
both clear the Guardian from all Miftake or Objection 
again{t him, and clear the Treaty of Commerce at the 
f me time: For if by the Treaty of Commerce, when 
made Effeftual, the French Silks are not to be admitted 
upon EASY TERMS, then the Treaty of Commerce 
has done no harm, nor the Gwardian cithier: The looms 
in Spittlefields will not have a Million of their Work 
ftopt by half a Million of Importation, nor will more 
be Imported now,than ever was heard of before. 

To flate the EASY TERMS,which the Erench Silks 
are to be admitted on, we muft fee, what they were for- 
merly charged at, and what they are to be charged at 
now. 

The former Duties, every one knows, before the 
French.Wars aforefaid, were 3s. per pound weight of 
all Wrought Silks except Alamodes and Luitrings ; and 
thofe naid 5s. 6d. to 6s. per Pound weight. Thefe 
were EASY TERMS, and yet then, by our Scheme- 


makets, in their moft extravagant Accounts, the Impo- 
tations amounted to not more than 300,000 |. per Ain. 
but by due Accounts to much lefs. 

When the prefent Duries are reduced by the Treaty 
of Commerce, the Wrought Silks, as above, are to pay 
12s. and 3d, per Pound inflead of 2s. 9d. or 3s. and 
the Alamodes and Liftrings 11. 14s. per Pound, or, in 
true Englith, Effefually excluded trom ever coming in 
at all. 

It is now left to the Guardian, to fay, whether thefe 
are EASY TERMS, whether 509,000 a Year in French 
Wrought Silks can poflibly be Imported upon thefe 
Terms, or whether there is any danger of {topping a 
Million a Year of our Spittlefields Work by the Impor- 
tation of French Silks upon thefe Duties and Terms of 
Admittance. 

The MERCATOR is very loth to offer the Guar- 
dian any thing,which fhould look like the Indecency, 
with which the fcurrilous Party-Writers treat this Paper, 
and which he complains of ; but would entreat him to 
confider, if this Cafe ftands thus, if thefe fuggefted Sums 
are not reafonable to be fuggefted, thefe Probabilities 
not probable, and thefe Fears not well grounded; then 
what End do thefe things ferve to, but Enflaming the 
good People of this Nation, arming them againft them- 
felves, and flirring them up againft the beft Mcafures 
taken to enrich and preferve them? 

And what 1s all this Difpute for, but to form Inte- 
ref’s for and againft Perfons and Parties, to the Deftru- 
ction of the publick Peace; Things, it is hoped, the 
Guardian will not own he really intends, and it is not 
doubted, when he is better intorm’d, will avoid? 

ic is moft certain, that the importation of French 
Wrought Silks cannot be confiderable ori the Terms of 
the prefent Treaty of Commerce: The whole Tiade of 
Alamodes and Lufirings is ftopt; the Weavers gave it up 
before the Houfe of Commonis, and acknowledg’d , that 
Part wis fificient ; and indeed it is-certain, that except 
Clandeitine Trade, not a Piece can be brought in; it 
cannot be rational to imagine, that if our Weavers can 
make any Work at all of chat kind, that the French can 
Import them and match our Workmen, whereas they 
pay firfta Duty of § per Cent. upon Exportation out 
of France, and then 34.s. per Pound weight on their 
Importation here, which is near 80 per Cent. upon their 
firft Cot The MERCATOR has much to add in 
this Cafe to Confirm this, but refers it to the Farther 
Difcourfe of our General Importations, which will be 
fpoken of by it felf. 

There is much to be faid to fome other Miftakes of 
the Guardian in the fame Paper, as particularly in the 
Article of the Brandy, the Working cheaper in France 
than in England, the Buying Silk cheaper, and the like: 
dut we cannot enlarge on thefe things here. 


Te Error of the Prefs ASLERCATOR No. 42. 
was ONCE Corrected, MERCATOR No. 43. 
Therefore he that fiid it was not ONCE Correéted, 
fiid not True. 
The MERCATOR thinks dire@ing the Reader to 
Read a Thing Right,when it was Printed Wrong, is a 
futhcient Correction. 
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7 ADVERTISEMENT. 
HE Poll of the Livery-Men of the City of Lon- 


don, at the Election tor Members of Parliament: 
Begua Monday, Oétober the oth, 1710. and ended the 
Saturday following. Shewing who each Perfon Poll’d 
fers The Names of thofe that did not Poll. And the 
Obietions made at the Scrutiny. Compar'd with the 
Clerks Lifts of the feveral Companies deliver’d on 
Oath to the Right Honourable Sir Samuel Garrard, 
Barc. Lord-Mayot. The Whole being a Compleat Liit 
of the Livery. Printed for John Morphew, near Sta- 
tioners-Hall. Price 1s. 








LONDON: Printed for BEN}. Tooke, at the Temple-Gate. and a 
Jou N Barser, on Lawmbeth-Hil, (Price 3 Hall-pence.) 























